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Looking up words in a dictionary is one way to figure out a word you don’t know.  But it’s faster if you  
can figure out the word yourself.  Because long words are just a bunch of small syllables put together,  
paying attention to each syllable is a good place to start.   

Do you know how to tell how many syllables a word has?   
  (Hint:  It’s NOT clapping.  If you can’t read a word, how would you know how many “claps” to make? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Remember: The # of vowel sounds = the # of syllables.  In the charts below, each vowel sound has been 
underlined.  For example, there are 2 underlines in the word reindeer, so reindeer has 2 syllables.   
 Count the # of underlines to complete this chart: 

  
Underling vowels that make ONE sound can be tricky.  The English language has a lot of  
words in which one or more of the letters make unexpected sounds.  For example: 

• Most vowel combinations work together to make ONE sound, but some combinations can be split  
apart to form TWO different syllables that make TWO different sounds: reach      re act 

• Some vowels are used to make consonants sounds:   
                 plaque  (The letters que make the /k/ sound.)     social  (The letters ci make the /sh/ sound.) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Word # of  
Vowel Sounds 

# of 
Syllables 

ki net ic 3 3 

carbohydrate 4 4 

reindeer 2 2 

doughnut 2 2 

course 1 1 

 

Word # of  
Vowel Sounds 

# of  
Syllables 

neither   

exothermic   

moisture   

phylum   

neighborhood   

You might remember “clapping”  
out words in elementary school:  

    dog                      rab  bit  

Clapping is NOT a strategy for sounding out an unknown word.  
Clapping is ONLY POSSIBLE when you already know how to 
say the word.  If you remember “clapping” out syllables in 
school, you weren’t doing it to sound out new words. You were 
probably just counting the number of syllables as you learned 
how to write haiku poems or limericks. Those poems require a 
specific number of syllables on each line.   
 

v v v 

v 

The following page includes vowel combinations that work  
together to make ONE vowel sound.   The page is included in 
this book to remind you that you already know a lot about  
vowel combinations.  In fact, most of these combinations are 
automatic for you.  For example, when you see the word eight,  
you don’t think, “the letters e-i-g-h work together to say /ā/.”   
You don’t need to think; you just automatically know.   
 

 Hm… I do this 
automatically! 

To find out the number of syllables in an unknown word,  
count the number of vowel sounds – NOT the number of vowels. 

Decoding: For a variety of 
reasons, some students in 
middle school still struggle to 
read grade-level material. In 
Book Three students review 
decoding skills and learn how 
to sound out words they 
might not know.  
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When two vowels are together, they usually make ONE sound. 
However, vowel combinations that start with the letter i are almost always split apart.   

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 Read each of these words that have been divided into syllables.  Be sure to say /ē/ for the letter i. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Underline each vowel sound.  Remember to split all of the vowel combinations listed in the box above.  
 Tell how many syllables each word has.  Read each word.  Be sure to say /ē /for i. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ia iac ial ian 
 

`me di a 

 

`ce li ac 

 

re `me di al 
 

Co `lum bi an 
 

an o rex i a 
 

ma ni ac 
 

jo vi al 
 

Ca na di an 
 

hy po ther mi a 
 

e go ma ni ac 
 

me ni al 
 

veg e tar i an 
 

maf i a 
 

car di ac 
 

pa ro chi al 
 

me di an 
 

a tri a 
 

zo di ac 
 

ra di al 
 

thes pi an 
 

se pi a 
 

il i ac 
 

me mor i al 
 

his tor i an 
 

cil i a  
 

man a ger i al 
 

am phi bi an 
 

u to pi a  
 

cra ni al 
 

e ques tri an 

 

Word 
# of  

Vowel Sounds 
# of  

Syllables 

nu tri ent 3 3 

cur i ous 3 3 

o be di ence 4 4 

Celsius   

uranium   

science   

 

Word 
# of  

Vowel Sounds 
# of  

Syllables 

audio   

auditorium   

idiom   

envious   

tedious   

sodium   

 

 i a 
ē 

v  v 

ē ē ē ē 

Add an accent (stress) mark 
to each word. 
 
When the letters i a are split 
apart at the end of these 
words, the accented syllable 
is the one right before the 
syllable that includes the i. 
 
Follow the examples given in 
the first row. 

In the charts below, the vowel combinations that start with the letter i should be split apart.  In each 
case, the i will make the /ē/ sound.    i ent    i ence     i o       i om        i ous        i um     i us 

` 

When i combinations are split, the i usually says /ē/. 
 

The combination of ia is not a vowel team. 
Split the vowels apart.  Each vowel will make a sound. 

 
piano = pi an o 
Piano is a 3-syllable word. 

ē 

Decoding: All of the decoding 
pages can be completed as a 
guided activity. When teachers 
model how to decode, students 
gain confidence and develop 
essential skills that will enable 
them to read independently. 
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  Mark each sentence for comprehension.  Underline the subject, use       for the verb, and circle all the  
      words that modify the subject and verb.  Follow examples 1 and 2. 
  Visualize each sentence.  Can you “see” what each part of the sentence is saying?    
 
 

1. Mount Rushmore is the top visitor attraction  in South Dakota. 
 

 
 

 

2. Each year,  nearly three million tourists  from all over the world  visit  this site  to see a massive 

mountain sculpture of four great American presidents.  

 
 
 

3. Sculptor Gutzon Borglum chose these four presidents to commemorate the founding, growth, 

preservation, and development of the United States. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

4. George Washington was an obvious choice.  

 

 
 

5. He led the colonists in the American Revolution to win independence from Great Britain, and  

he became America’s first president. 
 
 
 
 

 

where 

Visualize 
each chunk                 
of information: 
      

Mount Rushmore is 
 

where 

Visualize 
each chunk                 
of information: 
      

tourists visit 

THINK: Visualize 
each chunk                                                                           
of information: 
      

THINK: Visualize 
each chunk                 
of information: 
      

THINK: Visualize 
each chunk                 
of information: 
      

 

 

 Borglum chose 
 

what when why 

which ones when what why 

why whom 

If you want to comprehend, don’t just read words: 
 THINKING + VISUALIZING = COMPREHENDING 

 

Background Knowledge:  
In Book Three students 
continue to master the skill of 
thinking as they read. Past 
experience and prior knowledge 
help students visualize the 
concepts the words express. 
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Every sentence starts with a capital letter.  YOU know that.  I know you know that.   

• Why do you sometimes write a sentence that doesn’t start with a capital letter?   
• Why are you choosing to make mistakes?  Yes!  Every time you write, you’re making a choice.   

 
Days of the week, months of the year, and names of holidays start with capital letters.  
The word I is always capitalized.  YOU know these rules.  I know you know them. 

• Your teachers have told you these basic rules for capitalization since kindergarten! 
• If you’re in middle school and STILL “forgetting” to use capital letters, it’s time to break your old, 

bad habits and start new ones. 
 
Start a new habit today: Choose to capitalize words that you know should be capitalized.  
Rewrite each sentence from the paragraph below.  Find and correct 16 capitalization mistakes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

1. _______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. _______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

3. _______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

4. _______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

5. _______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

6. _______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Let’s write.  
Was your first thought “ugh”?  If it was, think about these statements.   
All of them are true for you. 

1. What you have to say is important. 
2. Other people are interested in what you have to say. 
3. The more you write, the easier it will be to write clear, concise 

sentences that other people enjoy reading. 

 

1 halloween is my favorite holiday.  2 every year on the first weekend in october, my mom hauls 
out all of our decorations, and i help her give our front porch a spooky, haunted look.  3 this year, i 
spent three hours on a saturday hanging fake cobwebs and spiders.  4 even though i am almost a 
teenager, i still dress up and take my little brother trick-or-treating.  5 halloween falls on a friday this 
year, which is so much better than last year.  6 last year halloween fell on a thursday and i had to go to 
school the next day.   

Language Structures:  
Knowing how a sentence is put 
together is an essential skill for 
both comprehending what you 
read and expressing what you 
know.   
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  Open your science textbook and turn to the first page of the chapter you are currently studying.   
      Can you find a list of vocabulary terms that will be taught in this chapter?  Can you find these terms  
      on the pages that follow?  Most textbooks will either highlight new terms or write them in bold print. 
 
 
 
 

 
How does your science book introduce the definitions you need to learn? 
 
 

 
 

 
 

      
 
 
 
 

A definition can be introduced in the following ways: 

• using the words is, are          Energy is the ability to do work or cause change. 

• using the words a, an, the      Kinetic energy, the energy an object has due to its  
                                                motion, increases as mass and velocity increase. 

• using the word or          Gravitational potential energy, or stored energy,  
                                                increases as weight and height increase. 

1. Look for a highlighted word or a bold-faced word that is followed by the word is or are. 
Write the entire sentence the way it is written in your textbook. 

 
              

              

              

2.  Look for a highlighted word or a bold-faced word that is followed by the word a, an, or the. 
      Write the entire sentence the way it is written in your textbook. 

 
              

              

              

3.   Look for a highlighted word or a bold-faced word that is followed by the word or. 
      Write the entire sentence the way it is written in your textbook. 

 
              

              

              

Which way of introducing new terms does your science textbook use most often? 

Vocabulary: Students learned 
how to recognize definitions 
within a sentence in Book Two. 
In Book Three, students use 
texts and handouts from their 
core classes to find and learn 
new vocabulary words.   
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  Discuss the location of the adjectives in sentences 2-4.   
  Circle words that describe the subject.  Draw an arrow from the circled words to the subject.   
  Mark the subject and verb.  Follow the example in sentence 1 below. 
 
 

1. Drained from a hard day in the field,   Jim relaxed in his claw-foot tub. 

2. Jim, drained from a hard day in the field, relaxed in his claw-foot tub. 

3. Jim relaxed in his claw-foot tub, drained from a hard day in the field. 

4. Hunting for acorns, the squirrels scurried around under the oak trees in my yard. 

5. Peggy emptied her gym bag, looking for her missing sock. 

6. Ms. Rogers, returning the books she borrowed, asked her friend for another book. 

7. Torn at the seams, Mia’s jacket needed repair. 

8. Agreeing to the terms, Mr. Piper signed the contract. 

 

 

 

 

1. Easton is brushing and fluffing his mullet. 
 

 
 
 
 

2. Brushing and fluffing his mullet,    Easton looked in the mirror. 

 

3. Easton,   brushing and fluffing his mullet,   looked in the mirror. 

 

4. Easton looked in the mirror,    brushing and fluffing his mullet. 

 

 

 

describes 

describes 

describes 

In sentence 1, brushing and fluffing are verbs: 

 

In sentences 2-4, brushing and fluffing are used as adjectives:   
 

describes 

Read sentences 1-8 again.  Can you visualize the meaning of each sentence as you read it? 

Language Structures: Knowing 
how words are used in sentences 
helps us understand what the 
author is saying. Learning 
different sentence structures is 
an effective way for students to 
analyze sentences correctly.  
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The key to understanding an entire passage is to figure out why the author wrote each paragraph. 
When you know why an author wrote a paragraph, it’s easier to figure out the main idea. 

 

Read this paragraph 
from Little Women. 
Why did the author 
write these words? 
 

They all drew to the fire, mother in the big chair with Beth at her feet,    
  Meg and Amy perched on either arm of the chair, and Jo leaning on the back, 
  where no one would see any sign of emotion if the letter should happen to be 
  touching.  Very few letters were written in those hard times that were not  
  touching, especially those which fathers sent home.  In this one… and only at 
  the end did the writer’s heart overflow with fatherly love and longing for the  
  little girls at home.   

1.  Why did the author write the above paragraph?  What is the author’s purpose? 
 A.  to describe each member of a family 
 B.  to describe a scene taking place in a home 
 C.  to suggest that Jo is emotional 
 D.  to explain why very few letters were written 
 
Let’s discuss each answer choice: 

• The paragraph begins by describing the location of each person, but half of the paragraph is 
about a letter.  Cross off choice A. 

• Answer choices will always use words from the paragraph.  Lines 2 & 3 suggest that Jo 
might have an emotional reaction to the letter.  But the paragraph is not just about Jo.  
Cross off choice C. 

• Line 4 uses the words very few letters, but it does not explain why.  Cross off choice D. 
• Choice B is correct.  Notice how the correct answer does not include supporting details. 

2.  What is the main idea of the above paragraph? 
  F.  Father doesn’t write very many letters. 
 G.  The father misses his little girls at home. 
 H.  Jo and her father have a close relationship. 
 J.   The family has gathered to read a loving letter from Father. 
 
 
 
Which choice describes a scene taking place in a home?  
• Cross off F.   Choice F is suggested in the passage, but it does not describe a family scene. 
• Cross off G.  This choice repeats one specific detail.  It does not express the author’s purpose. 
• Cross off H.  This choice makes a claim that is not stated in the paragraph. 
• Choice J is correct.  Discuss how or why choice J expresses the author’s purpose. 

 

The main idea of a paragraph expresses the author’s purpose. 
 

Determine the author’s purpose.   
Decide why the author wrote each paragraph. 

 

5 

Literacy Knowledge: In 
Book Three students 
continue their study of 
author’s purpose. 
Identifying why the 
author wrote a paragraph 
makes it easy to find the 
main idea. 
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 Read the following excerpts from Little Women.  Answer questions 1 and 2 and discuss each reference.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Reference questions ask what a word or phrase refers to.  You’ve been making references ever since 
you learned about pronouns in 1st grade.  Pronouns always refer to a previously mentioned noun. 
 
      For example:  Maggie took her dog to the park.  She said it enjoys running with other dogs. 

                She and it are pronouns.  She refers to    . It refers to   . 
 
Be careful when you answer reference questions.  Go to the line that has the reference. 

• The answer may be found in the previous sentence. 
• The answer may be found somewhere earlier in the passage. 
• The answer may not be directly stated.  You might just need to THINK. 

 

 

5 

10 

1.   Based on the passage, the word it  
   in line 8 refers to: 

A. the carriage  (line 4). 

B. the sun  (line 5). 

C. the gate  (line 7). 

D. a good omen  (line 7). 

 “Good-bye, my darlings!  God bless 
and keep us all!” whispered Mrs. March, as she 
kissed one dear little face after the other, and 
hurried into the carriage. 
 As she rolled away, the sun came out, 
and, looking back, she saw it shining on the 
group at the gate, like a good omen.  They saw 
it also, and smiled and waved their hands; and 
the last thing she beheld, as she turned the 
corner, was the four bright faces, and behind 
them, like a bodyguard, old Mr. Laurence, 
faithful Hannah, and devoted Laurie. 
  

 

2.   As it is used in line 19, the words  
      this gift refer to: 

F. the ability to soften one’s heart.   

G. the ability to confess.   

H. the ability to make Amy happy. 

J. the ability to stay young at 
heart as one grows older. 

 While these things were happening at 
home, Amy was having hard times at Aunt 
March’s.  She felt her exile deeply, and for the 
first time in her life realized how much she was 
beloved and petted at home.  Aunt March 
never petted anyone; she did not approve of it; 
but she meant to be kind, for the well-behaved 
little girl pleased her very much, and Aunt 
March had a soft place in her old heart for her 
nephew’s children, though she didn’t think 
proper to confess it.  She really did her best to 
make Amy happy, but, dear me, what mistakes 
she made!  Some old people keep young at 
heart in spite of wrinkles and gray hairs, can 
sympathize with children’s little cares and 
joys, make them feel at home, and can hide 
wise lessons under pleasant plays, giving and 
receiving friendship in the sweetest way.  But 
  

Aunt March had not this gift, and she 
worried Amy very much with her rules and 
orders, her prim ways, and long, prosy talks. 
  

5 
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The answer is directly stated in the text. 

THINK.  What did the author describe 
                 that is now being called a gift? 

Verbal Reasoning: Students 
have learned how to think their 
way through every sentence as 
they are reading it. In Book 
Three, students learn how to 
answer reference questions 
when the answer is not clearly 
stated.  
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